Nothing certain is known about the owners of the Casa del Fauna, which was the richest Pompeian mansion of its period. On the basis of inscriptions found in the house the ownership has been attributed either to the old Campanian family of the Satrii, or to a family with the Roman name Cassia 1 . De Vas thinks that the size of the house and its sumptuous decorations suggest that the owner was not a local aristocrat, but a person of the status of a Marius or C. Papius Mutilus. One of her arguments is the presence of the Latin inscription HAVE in the pavement at the front entrance, which seems to date from before 80 B.C. However, this does not necessarily suggest Roman ownership because the inscription is not an official one and Latin was widespread in Campania in the 2nd cent. B.C.; in any case Pompeii had been a Roman ally since long2. Although Roman ownership cannot be excluded it is legitimate to ask why the owners should not have been a Campanian aristocrat with interests in Pompeii. The second largest house in Pompeii, the Casa di Pansa, belonged to the Pompeian branch of the Arrii, a Sabellian gens which is also known from Rome. In this respect one could, for example, compare the Puteolan Granii, a family which boasted a stepson of Marius. It had wide commercial interests, among other places in Delos, and also possessed a branch at Pompeii. Another possibility is that the owners belonged to a prominent Praenestine family, like the Oppii or the Saufei, members of which are attested in Rome, Delos and Pompeii3 . The ownership of the Casa del Fauna by a Praenestine family would offer an easy explanation for the connections which we have recognised between the house's mosaics and those from Palestrina 4 • However, Praenestine ownership is by no means necessary for these connections, it is just as likely that both Praenestine and Pompeian clients ordered mosaics from the same workshop, a workshop which was possibly established in the Italian port of Puteoli 5.
There is further evidence from the Casa del Fauno which must be considered in this respect. In the tetrastyle atrium the body was found of a woman, apparently a victim of the eruption of A.D. 79, wearing rich jewelry, including a ring with the inscription Cassia. In addition, there was a graffito reading M. Cassius on a column in the Doric peristyle. These indications led, as early as the last century to the idea that the owners of the house were the Cassii 6 . However, the Cassii are attested at Pompeii only in the Imperial period7. The inscription on the ring may indicate only that the woman herself belonged to the gens Cassia. Her relationship to the family which owned the house, may simply have been one of marriage 8 . Some inscriptions on the fac;:ade of the Casa del Fauno mentioning a Cassius are in fact arbitrary reconstructions by Della Corte 9 . The most that we can deduce is that the gens Cassia may have been related to the owners of the Casa del Fauno in the period preceding the disaster of 79 A.D. 10 . More important evidence from the pre-Roman period is provided by two Oscan inscriptions discovered in house. The first one appears on a fragment of travertine which was found in the atrium near the entrance of the tablinum. It measures 81 em in length, and 27 em in height; its depth is not recorded but according to a reproduction of the fragment may be estimated 6-8 em. It has a heavy moulding on the lower part which takes up about 1/3 of the height. The inscription reads: v sadiriis v. aidil, which may be translated into Latin as V(ibius) Satrius V(ibi f) aedilis ll. The
